[image: image1.jpg]






While most of us were still reeling from the Slot revenue being taken away, another threat to our wallets was looming..... that of Area Rating.

On the books at Hamilton City Council was a motion to phase out area rating, a necessary tool to the outlying areas to help mitigate tax increases since amalgamation. Area rating is based on the premise that you don't pay for services you don't receive, not a long shot if you live in Flamborough and do not have such things as a full time fire department, recreational services including municipal swimming pools, and full time transit, just to name a few. Area rating, if eliminated, would have been a hefty 9.7% increase to our tax in the 2009 and 2010 budgets. However, that imminent threat no longer exists due to a Council motion passed last Wednesday  with the help of Councillor's Tom Jackson and later Scott Duvall, which now allows the current Area Rating policies to stay in place until 2011.  At that, point a new area rating policy must approved.

Consultation and input on that new policy will take place over the next two years before a new plan is put in place in 2011.  More discussions on that to come, but for now, I would like to extend a heart felt thanks to Councillor's Tom Jackson, and Scott Duvall, who not only took the time to meet with both myself and Benjamin Levinter, Q.C. over Flamborough's tax issues, but for the work they did in securing a critical vote for my community.

While I continue to work to reverse the Council vote that saw our taxes go up an extra 4.2% because the $3.1M of slot revenue being removed from Flamborough and placed city wide, obviously I am grateful we are not faced with a further loss of 9.7% increase going into the 2009 and 2010 budget.

Also, I would like to formally thank Benjamin Levinter, Q.C. for his consistent support and assistance to me.

Sincerely,
Councillor Margaret McCarthy
August 15, 2008
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